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Tara Sieber

Valley Region TMDL Specialist
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4411 Early Road

PO Box 3000

Harrisonburg, VA 22801
Tara.Sieber@deq.virginia.gov 

Dear Ms. Sieber:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft TMDL report prepared recently by DEQ.  I want to ensure that this report do all that is legally possible and required to address the long term problems of pollution of the Little Calfpasture River and the Maury River into which it flows.

The Maury River through Goshen Pass has properly been included in the Nationwide River Inventory because of its exceptional qualities.  Since the Little Calfpasture is immediately upstream from the beginning of the Maury River, I am greatly concerned about how DEQ defines and proposes to address the problems in the TMDL plan.  In the current draft DEQ has gone significantly too far to accommodate - but not clean up - the primary source of the pollution.  

It is clear that Lake Merriweather in its current condition is the source of the pollution analyzed in the TMDL.  It is not proper to simply lower the standard so that this section of the Little Calfpasture will be able to meet it, with the result that these rivers have unnecessarily high levels of siltation.  In order to protect the interests of the public who use and value the Maury River, the TMDL should be rewritten.

My concerns include:

· There is insufficient actual data used to develop the model on which DEQ relies;

· The combination of model types used in the draft is inappropriate;

· Changing the water quality standard for the degraded stream section is an inappropriate use of the Use Attainability Analysis under the Clean Water Act.

· The TMDL document significantly understates the role of Lake Merriweather and its current management in the continuing problem of sediment pollution in these rivers.
Thank you for considering my comments. 
Sincerely,
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